The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Lady O'Hagan Burnley - Summit area of Manchester Road Type: Haunting Manifestation. 
The last owner of nearby Towneley Hall, the woman now drives her horse and trap in the area. 
It is said you can hear the hooves pounding on the cobbled streets, even though the stones have 
been replaced with modern materials. 

There was a time when Burnley was a small town, and the Manchester Road was the main . 
mansion that had been the seat of the Towneley family for centuries. 

In the late 19th century, Lady O'Hagan became the last owner of Towneley Hall. She was a 
wealthy widow from Ireland who had married into the Towneley family. Lady O'Hagan was 
known for her beauty, her charm, and her love of horses. She was often seen riding her prized 
stallion through the countryside surrounding the hall, her long red hair blowing in the wind. 
But Lady O'Hagan's happiness was short-lived. Her husband died soon after their marriage, and 
she was left alone with a fortune but no one to share it with. She threw herself into the 
management of Towneley Hall, becoming a well-respected patron of the arts and a beloved 
member of the local community. 

However, as Lady O'Hagan grew older, she became increasingly reclusive. She would spend 
hours alone in the hall's library, surrounded by books and memories of her past. Some say she 
was haunted by the ghost of her husband, who had died in mysterious circumstances. 

One day, Lady O'Hagan disappeared. Her staff searched the hall from top to bottom but found 
no trace of her. It was as if she had simply vanished into thin air. 

But Lady O'Hagan did not leave this world entirely. Her ghost is said to haunt the Summit area 
of Manchester Road, driving her horse and trap through the streets. Her ghostly presence is felt 
most strongly at night, when the sound of her horse's hooves can be heard pounding on the 
cobbled streets, even though the stones have been replaced with modern materials. 

Many locals believe that Lady O'Hagan's restless spirit is seeking to solve the mystery of her 
husband's death. Some even claim to have seen her ghostly figure riding through the night, her 
long red hair streaming behind her, as she searches for answers. 

To this day, the legend of Lady O'Hagan continues to haunt the Summit area of Manchester 
Road. Some say that she will never rest until the truth about her husband's death is revealed. 
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